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TABBY in Internet, TABBY Trip in the EU 
www.tabby.eu 

• Grant:  

EU project "DAPHNE II" JLS/2009-2010/DAP/AG 

EU project "DAPHNE III" JUST/ 2011-2012/DAP/AG 
 

• Duration:  

Dec, 2010 – Dec, 2012 

Dec, 2012 – Dec, 2014  
 

• Description: Complex program for surveying and managing online bullying at 
schools 

 

• TABBY: intends to Threat Assess the Bullying Behaviour of Youngsters 
 

• Countries: Italy, Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Hungary – Eastern European and 
Mediterranean countries – no comparable data and complex program so far for 
preventing, handling and managing cyberbullying incidents. Additional countries in 
the 2nd round: France, Spain, Poland. 

2 ESC 2014 Prague, Parti-Schmidt-Néray-Virág 



SCHOOLS 

(teachers, guidance 
councelors) 

Negative effect of 
cyberbullying has a direct 
impact over students at 

school 

Cyberbullying is highly 
correlated to school 

bullying (continuation or 
retaliation) 

Olweus program showed 
that teachers and students 

together can be more 
effective in preventing and 

managing incidents at 
school 

PUPILS  

(10-18 y.o.) 

Most students do not tell 
about their cyberbullying 

victimization to others (35-
50%, depending on the 

age)  

If they tell about their 
negative feelings to 

anyone, it is their peers 
and friends 

Students are not skilled 
enough to know how to 

react and when to quit the 
threatening situation 
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Self- 
report 
questionnaire: 
-to assess  
the risk they  
Run 
 
Peer mentor 
training: 
-To get to  
know what to do 
against bullying 
-How to help  
others to stop  
the bully, etc. 

Training for  
Teachers; 
 
Monitoring  
school  
activities  
of teachers  
and peer  
mentors 
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Who are we? 
• ESZTER Foundation for the rehabilitation of those who 

suffered sexual violence: consultation, rehabilitation, research 
in criminology 

• Partners from different institutions – the Tabby Team: 

ESZTER Foundation 
/ National Institute 
of Criminology, Hun 

Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences,  
Institute for 

Sociology 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences,  
Institute for Sociology 

ESZTER Foundation /  
National Institute  

of Criminology,  
Hungary 
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• Sample: age 10-18; 4 counties and Budapest (capital)  

• Trainings for teachers 

• Sample selection: Snowball selection 

• Experimental group: 832 answerers 
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Sample design 2013 December 

• mostly 13-17 y.o. students (76,4%) (10-12 y.o.: 13,1%, 18+ y.o.: 

10,3%) 

• 58 % female, 42% male 

• 48 % have profile in only 1 online social network (OSN) - mostly 

Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, MyVIP, Ask.fm, Google+, Tumbrl 

• 46 % have more than 1 OSN profile 

 



Risk factors 
Independent variables: 
 
a) offline (school) bully 
b) offline (school) victim 
c) online bully 
d) online victim 

 

We tested whether the risk factors are in significant relation with the independent variables.  
 

Tested risk factors:   
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- age 
- gender 
- grade 
- school performance 
- school popularity 
- cyberspace popularity 

- number of online friends  
- time spent online 
- parents talk netsecurity 
- teachers talk netsecurity 
 

+ independent variables together 
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1) school popularity (self-reported) + school victimization ⇒ popular kids might 
be more sensitive towards bullying? 

2) online victimization + school victimization 
3) being a school bully + being victimized at school ⇒ roles are interchangeable.  

Offline victims 
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1) negative correlation: online victimization + online popularity (we do not know 
which was first) 

2) number of online “friends” + online victimization 
3) victimization scenes 
4) roles of victim and offender 

Victim online 
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1) negative significant relation: being a female + being a school bully 
2) negative relation: school popularity + school bully 
3) time online + bully offline. Explanation? 
4) scenes of offending 
5) strongest: roles offline! 

School (offline) bully 
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1) negative relation: being a female + being an online bully 
2) online friends + online bully 
3) negative connection: time spent online + online bully ⇒ ??? 
4) scenes (online and school) of bullying 
5) roles (offender and victim) are interchangeable 

Online bully 



Risk factors: Summary 
• Roles of bully and victim (either online or offline) are interchangeable (very 

strong connection) – also proven by TABBY I 

• Scenes of bullying (online and offline) are connected (less strong, but 
significant connection) – also proven by TABBY I 

• Girls are less likely to become online and offline bullies 

• Time spent online increases the chance to fall victim of online bullying, but 
decreases to become a bully online and offline as well 

• School popularity increases the chance of school victimization ⇒ popular 
kids might be more sensitive towards bullying 

• BUT: online popularity decreases the chances of online victimization 

• Number of online “friends” (Friendsters) increases the chances of falling 
victim of online bullying ⇒ role of bystanders (silent witnesses, see the 
Kitty Genovese syndrome) AND increases the chances of online offending 
too: 

⇒ students must be educated about the effects of bullying, the responsibility 
for each other (how not to be a bystander). 
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THANK YOU | QUESTIONS 

PARTI, Katalin SCHMIDT, Andrea NÉRAY, Bálint VIRÁG, György 

parti@okri.hu schmidta@socio.mta.hu balint.neray@gmail.com virag@okri.hu 
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